A.J. Miller Cé The A.J. Miller Company was one of

. the most famous and respected industries to call Log:
- County home. The company opened in Bellefontaine

_‘ in 1853 as a carriage builder. When the automobile

swﬂched to producing specialty cars, primarily hearse
and ambulances. Chassis from Cadillac and other manufacturers \
shipped down from Detroit to Bellefontaine on the railroad. A.J. Mil
workers would then convert the chassis into hearses, ambulances, i
car s, passenger Obusesd6 and oth
Thomas McPherson Collection.

Covered Bridged Logan County has two
remaining covered bridges. The Bickham Bridge
.. (pictured), located on CR 38, spans the middle
.. branch of the Great Miami River in Richland Twp.
The 10606 bridge was Cc
~ bndge has gone through several major
_ & restorations, including the latest in 2002. The

i other remaining covered bridge is the McColly

sy d Bridge located on CR 13 near Lewistown. The

bridge is 187. 508 and was const
restorations, including in 2000. Photograph from LCHS Collections.
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Logan County Courthousd&he Logan
County Courthouse was built in 1870 at a
cost of $105,598. Architect A. Koehler of
Cleveland designed and oversaw the
construction of the Frahtaban building.

_ The sandstone used in the construction came
from Ohio quarries. The bell tower is encasec
in galvanized iron. The Logan County
Courthouse is on the National Register of
Historic Places. Photograph by Joel Mast/
Bellefontaine Examiner.
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Indian Lakeéd The Lewistown Reservoir wa:
formed in the early 1850s to supply water
the Miami Canal. Although the canal systel
soon fell way to other modes of transportati
the reservoir became an attraction for hunte
and fishermen. The lake remained a popu
destination throughout thé"2@ntury with
the development of the Sandy Beac
Amusement Park and dance pavilions. Indian Lake State Park was createc
The campground and lake continue to be one of the most popular spots ir
camping, fishing, boating, swimming and other water activities. Photog
Perry Hodies Ill Photography.

Orr Mansion& Local lumber baron, William J.

Bellefontalne 1906. The -Qamssical home
features Greek style columns and still contain:
o original woodwork. From the early 1960s to t
early 1980s the mansion and attached addition \
g Pl t he home of the Latha
Logan County Historical Society purchased the property in 1988. Over th
the society has historically renovated the home to its original grandeur :
converted the old nursing home into the Logan County Museum. Photogr:
LCHS Collections.

@ Ebeneezer Zane Cabirhe restored Ebeneezer
Zane Cabin. Originally built around 1805
Ebeneezer was the son of Isaac and Myeerah
Along with brothein-law Alexander Long,
Ebeneezer formally platted Zanesfield in 1819.
cabin was restored in the 1990s by a dedica
s ! : group of Zanesfield residents. The cabin is loc
in the HeIen Wonders Blue Park in Zanesfield. Photograph from Mary M

Ohi 06s Hb@ampgbslitHill,Rogated t
off of SR 540 just east of Bellefontaine is 1
highest point in Ohio at 1,549 feet above s
level. From 195969 the area was the home o
lthe 664 Aircraft Control & Warning
Squadron. The B6was part of the U.S. Air
Defense Command which monitored the skies
enemy planes and possible air attacks during the Cold War. In 1974 C
Hill became the home of the OhiBoktt Vocational School, now known :




Ohio HiPoint Career Center. Photograph from LCHS Collections.

" Amish CommunitiésLogan County has a significant

~ Amish population. While there have been Amish and
Mennonites in Logan County since the mid to late 180C

wsslas the last four or five decades have seen a greate

| concentration of Amish settlements in Logan County

" especially in the Belle Center and DeGraff areas.

' Photograph by Margaret L Hites.

Oldest Concrete Stré&eorge Bartholomew created

a new formula for concrete that could withstand the
wear and tear of horse and carriages and latel
automobiles. In 1891 he made a deal with the
Bellefontaine City Council to pave a test section of
Main St. with his concrete. When the test section prove
dl to be durable, the city contracted with Bartholomew to
pave the streets around the courthouse. Thus in 18
Court Avenue became the first street in America pavec
entirely in concrete. Photograph from LCHS Collections.

Agricultured Agriculture has always been, and continues to

be, the dominant economic and cultural force in Loga
County. Currently (2010) nearly 225,000 acres in Logar
County are used for growing a variety of crops and raisir
livestock. Photograph by Perry Hodies 11l Photography

Piatt Castled The Piatt family has a long history in the
West Liberty area. In the 1860s & 1870s, brothers Donn
Abram Piatt built two magnificent homes on the Piatt lanc
east of West Liberty. Donn, an author, diplomat, editor ar
social critic built Castle MaeChee (pictured on throw)
and his brother Abram, a general in the Civil War, farmel
and poet built Castle MaeCheek. The homes used
materials from the familyo:
castles are now museums and cultural art centers and opened to the |
for tours. Photograph from LCHS Collections

PHOTOS FROM THE PAST

Railroadd The Bellefontaine Roundhouse and
Shops (pictured) were built in the 1890s in the
northwestern part of Bellefontaine. Tistali4
roundhouse was one of the largest repair centers ¢
the Big Four/New York Central Railroad between

New York and St. Louis. The railroad industry dominated Logan Col
from the late ®.8entury to the 1950s bringing people and goods into th
area and taking them from here to the rest of th&.Célht§ollection

Indian History The Logan County area
has a deep American Indian history. Nearly

a dozen villages were located in the lands
that now make up the county. The Shawnee
were the most prevalent tribe, with several
vill ages including
Wapakoneta and Macachack near West
Liberty, Pigeon Town (east of DeGraff), Old
Town (DeGraff), Bl
(Bellefontaine), Mc Keebds Town a
and Wapatomica (south of Zanesfield). Wapatomica was the capital o
Shawnee nation for many years and was the site of sdvibal inter
councils. The Greenville Treaty line ran through the northern half of Lc
County. The Shawnee/Seneca Lewistown Reservation was located ir
northwest part of the county from thd 8&4.70ther tribes that lived in
Logan County included the Delaware, Wyandot and Seneca. Photogr
is of a Ohio Historical Marker commemorating the history of the Shaw
in Logan County. The marker was sponsored by the Eastern Shawnee
of Oklahoma and was erected in West Liberty in 2009. LCHS Collectic

Holland Theatr@ The Holland Theatre opened in
Bellefontaine in February of 1931. The theatre is th
only Dutcithemed theatre in the U.S. Interior walls
look like a Dutch village, including a windmill. In
1999 Mr. & Mrs. Richard Knowlton purchased the
theatre for the Logan County Landmark Preservatior
Inc., a group dedicated to restore the historic theatr
The theatre is currently being restored while hosting
numerous live productions. Photograph from LCHS Collections.

Indian Lake Amusement Fdrkthe early
1920s S. L. oPappybod
French opened the Sandy Beach
Amusement Park in Russells Point, along
Indian Lake. The amusement became known
as 00Ohi 0ds Mi Il ion
because of the thousands of visitors who
would come every summer to enjoy the rides and dance to the gre
names of the Big Band era, who played in the several dance paviliol
the lake. The amusement park went through several owners over the
before closing in the 1970s. Photograph from the LCHS Collections.




